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wish to have the child restored to him. With
regard to his wife, he at this time shewed no
anxiety to recover her ; he afterwards, however,
returned with a deputation of chiefs, and expressed
his wish to have both of them restored to him.
This being represented to Captain Owen, in order
to convince them that she was under no restraint,
he conducted her to the boundary line, and,
pointing first to her countrymen, and then to our
settlement, gave her to understand that she was at
liberty to make her choice. One of the chiefs now
advanced, and taking her by the hand, evinced his
intention of leading her away, but Captain Owen
would not permit this without her free consent ;
arnd, that his presence might be no restraint, left
her to walk with her husband on the outside of
the boundary lin% attended by a sailor armed with
a musket. They had not walked many paces,
before five natives started from the bush and
attempted to carry her off by force, when she
immediately ran towards the sailor, and putting
her hand on his musket, intimated her wish that
he would fire at them. He did so, and they all
immediately scampered away as fast as they could,
leaving her to return with the sailor to his hut.
Foiled in this attempt, the husband soon after
Qame again and induced her to permit him to stay
the night with her, and to take away the child in
the morning, under the promise of bringing it back
next clay ; a promise which he failed to perform.